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PANDO INIATIVE 
  

This year Pando Initiative had 6 families receive 
Holiday Assistance in November and December.  
Local businesses and volunteers adopted families 
and provided them with Christmas presents.  
Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
holiday season a little brighter for USD 260 
families in need! 

 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

Parents please be sure your child’s emergency contacts are up-to-date.  If 
someone other than the student’s parent/guardian will be checking them 
out of school during the day, we must have notification from the parent/
guardian.  Students WILL NOT be released to anyone other than a parent or 
emergency contacts listed on the student enrollment form.  Also, guardians 
need to be over 18 years old to check students out.  This will be strictly 
enforced.  Please update your emergency contacts throughout the year as 
necessary.  In addition, if we have only long distance numbers for you, 
please contact us with a local number if possible.  Thank you for your help in 
this matter.  

mailto:jesmith@usd260.com
mailto:tporter@usd260.com
http://derbydnms.ss10.sharpschool.com/
http://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
http://www.schoolcommunicationsagency.com
http://www.schoolcommunicationsagency.com
http://schoolcommunicationsagency.com/
https://snco.agilecrm.com/landing/5767964095676416
http://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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Counselors 

Sondra Claassen 
6th grade and 

Avengers Team 
sclaassen@usd260.com 

 

Kellie Wiseman 
8th grade and 

Maverick Team  
kwiseman@usd260.com 

 

Activities 

Director & 

Data Leader 

Lee Pernice 
jpernice@usd260.com 

 

Psychologist 
Jacob DeHart 

jdehart@usd260.com 

 

Social Worker 

Ragan Snyder 
rsnyder@usd260.com 

 

School Nurse 
Tammy Sears 

tsears@usd260.com 

 

 

FAMILY ACCESS CHANGE 

“Due to a programming issue in Skyward's Family 
Access, the Food Service tab will be unavailable 
beginning January 1. If your student's account 
balance falls below $5, you will still be notified via 
Skylert if you are signed up for Food Service 
messages. You are also able to log into e~Funds to 
see the current balance for your student's meal 
account. Click HERE if you need more information on 
e~Funds. Skyward is working to fix this programming 
issue and we will notify you if/when it is resolved." 

 

FOR THE LOVE OF READING 

Now that the holidays have passed, perhaps you can find time to settle down 
with a good book.  Your student(s) may want to do the same.  What is the best 
way to create a lifelong reader?  Reading together is one way!  Reading is free, 
fun and will bring you and your student closer.  Find a time each day when you 
and your student(s) can get cozy and enjoy a good book, particularly on a cold 
winter day.  

Here are three tips to help you choose stories:  

 Ask librarians, friends and teachers for recommendations.  Tip:  If your child(ren) 
doesn’t already have a library card, sign up for one! 

Find books that expand your student(s) 
interests (insects, outer space), deal with an 
event (a new baby, a visit to another state or 
country) and build character ( friendship, 
truthfulness.) 

Pick stories for both information and 
enjoyment.  Try real and make-believe 
stories and poems, as well as a children’s 
magazine.  Teen magazines are a great 
suggestion for this particular age group. 

Above, all make this a fun activity where you 
and your student(s) enjoy your quiet time together.  

mailto:sclaassen@usd260.com
mailto:kwiseman@usd260.com
mailto:jpernice@usd260.com
mailto:jdehart@usd260.com
mailto:rsnyder@usd260.com
mailto:tsears@usd260.com
http://www.derbyschools.com/parents/_e_funds_login
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INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

In case of school closing due to snow storms or ice, please listen to our 
local radio/t.v. stations for information.  Remember that district 
personnel will shovel one “critical entrance” early in the morning if 
school is in session and will then return later in the day for additional 
shoveling.  The “critical entrance/exit” at Derby North Middle School 
will be the front entrance of the building to the main office. 
 
 

KEEP YOUR MOOD METER ON HIGH FOR THE WINTER 
MONTHS 
 

“You’re never fully dressed without a smile,” goes the famous tune from Annie, but the short days of 
winter (i.e., now? Can put even the brightest of smiles to the test.  
 
First things first:  Light up (no, not like that!).  Increasing your exposure to natural light may help to 
keep your circadian rhythms, which affect your mood, normal.  Get outside early and often, keep your 
shades up until sundown, and make sure you have bright, warm indoor light, both at home and at 
work.  If you think you may have seasonal depression, talk with your doctor and consider investing in a 
light box that delivers 10,000 lux- sitting beside one for 20 to 60 minutes in the morning, ideally before 
8 a.m., is the number one treatment for the winter blues.  
 
Strategy number two:  Stay active!  Walk, swim, dance, cross-country ski- get your body moving to 
pump up your endorphins every day.  Exercise outside when possible to get the benefits of daylight, 
but if it’s too cold out there, turn up the lights indoors.  Combining exercise and bright light may 
benefit your mood.  And finally, plan a trip-emphasis on the word plan.  The simple act of scheduling a 
vacation makes us happier, research shows.  As for the vacation itself, the benefits will last if you’re 
able to truly relax.  Bon voyage!  (Information taken from Cleveland Clinic) 

http://www.derbyortho.com/
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LOST AND FOUND BOX 
Parents and students, please stop by our Lost and 
Found Box outside the Media Center doors and 
claim what is rightfully yours.  The box is 
overflowing with lost items.  Many of these items 
are new or nearly new and need to go back to their 
owner.  After a period of time, the unclaimed items 
will be given to the needy people within our 
community.  Please take a few minutes to search 
through this box.  You may be surprised what you 
find.  The items will be on display during the 
conferences in February.  
 

MS101 
Sixth Grade Middle School 101 students at DNMS 
will be exploring careers during mid-January.  We 
have a new program called Career Cruising that 
allows students to find career clusters that fit their 
interests.  Students can then explore careers 
related to their clusters and discover information 
about education required, skills needed, salary 
ranges, job outlook and other topics.  Students also 
learn about various educational options after high 
school and the cost of post secondary 
education.   All of our students will have a Career 
Cruising account that they will be able to access 
through high school and keep adding to their career 
portfolio each year.  Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Phipps and 
Mrs. Steadman, DNMS MS101 teachers are working 
with Mrs. Claassen, the sixth grade counselor, to 
introduce career exploration to sixth grade 
students. 

 

NATIONAL JUNIOR 
HONOR SOCIETY- 
WHAT QUALIFIES 
MY STUDENT? 
At Derby North, we offer the 
National Junior Honor Society 

(NJHS) program. In this, students are given an 
opportunity to be leaders within the school and 
community based on their performance in school, 
academically and behaviorally. They are also 
qualified based off of how they serve the 
community. To initially be considered for the 
program for the 2017-2018 school year, all current 
6th and 7th grade students must achieve a grade 
point average (GPA) of a 3.5 or higher for 3rd 
quarter, so make this next one really count! From 

there, students who achieve a qualifying GPA will be 
offered an application packet which will be due by a 
certain date for review by the Education Board of the 
DNMS Chapter of NJHS and your child will be notified 
by the end of the school year if he or she has been 
accepted into the program.  
 

POLICY REVIEW:  WEAPONS 
A student shall not knowingly possess, handle or 
transmit any object that can reasonably be considered 
a weapon at school, on school property or at a school 
sponsored event.  This shall include any weapon, any 
item being used as a weapon or destructive device, or 
any facsimile of a weapon.  

 
Possession of a firearm or other 
weapon or facsimile of a weapon 
shall result in expulsion from school 
for a period of one calendar year.  
The superintendent may 
recommend this expulsion 
requirement be modified on a case-
by-case basis. Expulsion hearings 

for possession of a weapon shall be conducted by the 
superintendent or superintendent’s designee.  
 

SAFE AND ORDERLY ENVIRONMENT 
In order to insure a safe and orderly environment it 
takes all staff, students, and parents.  With all of us 
working together we will provide a safe environment 
for your children.  We are again reminding parents that 
they need to check in at the office before they go to a 
classroom. With the number of students that we have, 
it is impossible for all staff to know who the parents 
are at Derby North Middle School.  We do our best to 
as parents who they are when they enter, but this puts 
an unfair burden on the staff.  Please refer to the 
handbook, page 35, regarding visitors.  Another 
problem that is created by dropping in, is that this 
interrupts classroom activities.  By checking in at the 
office we can see if the staff member is available and 
provide our guest with a visitor’s pass if needed.  
 
Please understand that the purpose of this policy is 
intended to ensure everyone’s safety.  Thank you in 
advance for helping us with this issue and ensuring a 
positive learning environment.  
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Students of the Month 
 

Each month at Derby North Middle School, we recognize students from each 
team as Students of the Month.  The criteria for being selected as one of the 
Students of the Month are as follows:  

 The student has no office referrals for the month.  
 The student has no missing assignments for the month. 
 The student has at least a “C” average for the month. 
 The student is helpful to others. 
 The student displays a positive school attitude.  

 
The following students have been selected as our Students of the Month for December. 
 

Alliance:  Clara Teemant, Jacob Jacot 
Force:  Hailey Rafferty, Isaac Turner 
Mavericks:  Anna Lin, Harman Pelia 
Avengers:  Kodi Baxter, Cayden Brown 
Challengers:  Ashlyn Struble, Cameron McSwain 
Guardians:  Isaac Ray, Sidney Gore 

 
Congratulations, students!  Please keep up the good work.   

We are proud of you!! 

 
 Sponsorship space in the newsletter is extremely affordable!  Reach parents in your local community and a 

significant portion of your investment goes back to the school!  Businesses that want to sponsor this 
school, please contact Doug Hay at doug@tscaschools.com or (970) 279-1605. 

 

http://www.lahaciendaks.com/
mailto:doug@tscaschools.com
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WRESTLING 
 

Wrestling will begin on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 right after school.  
Students will need to have a physical and consent to drug test on file 
to be eligible.  There are no cuts for wrestling, all participants will be 
part of the team.  Wrestlers will need athletic clothing and wrestling 
shoes.  The school will provide head gear unless students have their 
own. 
 
 

YEARBOOKS FOR SALE 
 

Derby North Middle School has a Yearbook available for student to 
purchase this year.  These books are available to purchase for $35.  
The cost of a yearbook will increase to $38 after mid February.  Please 
make checks payable to USD 260.  Order now to guarantee a copy! 

 
 

SANTA LANE-KAY CLUB 
 

The KAY group purchased and collected items from 
teachers and local stores.  These items were taken to 
Oaklawn Elementary and each child in kindergarten and 

1st grade were able to pick out 2-3 gifts to take home for their 
families for Christmas gifts.  The KAY members helped the children 
pick out gifts, wrapped the gifts, and read to the students.  Some 
students even got their faces painted.  The students provided over 
320 gifts for the students.  

NOTICE OF 
NONDISCRIMINATION 

An Equal 
Employment/Educational 

Opportunity Agency 
 

The Derby Unified School 
District#260 does not discriminate 

on the basis of race, religion, 
color, national origin, gender, age, 
or disability in admission or access 
to, or treatment or employment 

in its programs and activities.  Any 
person having inquiries 

concerning the Derby School 
District’s compliance with the 

regulations implementing Title VI, 
Title IX, Americans with Disability 
Act or Section 504 is directed to 

contact Heather Bohahty, 
Assistant Superintendent for 
Human Resources, at 120 E. 

Washington, Derby, KS 67037 or 
at (316)788-8415.  This district 
official has been designated by 

the Derby School District to 
coordinate the district’s efforts to 

comply with the regulations 
implementing these laws. 

 

http://www.poblanoks.com/
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4th Wrestling practice begins 3:30-5:30 pm 
 Wrestling Parent Meeting at 6:30 pm 
  

5th DNMS Spelling Bee 9am- 11 am 
 7 A/B Girls BB @ DNMS – 5 pm 
 8 A/B Girls BB@ DNMS – 6:15 pm 
 7 A/B Boys BB @ Newton-Chisholm 
5pm 8 A/B Boys BB @ Newton- 
 Chisholm 6:15 pm 
 
9th PT-N meeting 6 pm-7pm 
 7 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS  5 pm 
 8 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 6:15 pm 
 7 A/B Girls BB @ Goddard Middle  
 School 5 pm 
 8 A/B Girls BB @ Goddard Middle  
 School 6:15 pm 
 
10th Pioneer League Spelling Bee  
 @ McPherson 
 
12th 7 A/B Boys BB @ Hutchinson MS7 5 pm
 8 A/B Boys BB @ Hutchinson MS8 5 pm
 7 A/B Girls BB @ DNMS  5 pm 
 8 A/B Girls BB @ DNMS 6:15 pm 
 
19th 7 A Girls BB @ Salina South 3:30 pm 
 7 B Girls BB will not play  
 8 A/B Girls BB @ Salina South 5 pm 
 7 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 5 pm 
 8 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 6:15 pm 
 
 

 
23rd 7 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 5 pm 
 8 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 6:15 pm 
 7 A/B Girls BB @ Maize Middle  
 School 5 pm 
 8 A/B Girls BB @ Maize Middle  
 School 6:15 pm 
 
24th Wrestling 7/8 Tri @ Andover  
 Middle 4:30 pm 
   
25th Individual Pictures 8 am 
 
26th 7 A/B Girls BB@ Andover Middle  
 School 5 pm 
 8 A/B Girls BB @ Andover Middle  
 School 6:15 pm  
 7 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 5 pm 
 8 A/B Boys BB @ DNMS 6:15 pm 
 
27th John Sousa Honor Band in Lawrence, KS 
 
28th John Sousa Honor Band in Lawrence, KS 
 Wrestling 7/8 Invitational @ Maize  
 South 9 am  
 
30th 7 A/B Girls BB @ DNMS 5 pm 
 8 A/B Girls BB @ DNMS 6:15 pm  
 7 A/B Boys BB @ Maize South 5 pm 
 8 A/B Boys BB @ Maize South 6:15 pm 
 

Upcoming Events 

January 2017 


